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SCALE OF SHADES 
aa No Measurable 
Precipitation 
=< 0.01 to 0.3 inch 


baz 0.3 to 0.8 inch 
= 0.8 to 2 inches 


iH] Over 2 inches 


Based on preliminary telegraphic reports 


NATIONAL WEATHER SUMMARY 
For the week of September 8-14 


HIGHLIGHTS: Cold air moved into north central U.S. 
on Friday leaving record lows and some frost in its 
path as it headed towards the Atlantic. The un- 
seasonably cool air blanketed the eastern two- 
thirds of the Nation over the weekend. Weekly 
temperatures in the Great Lakes region averaged 

as much as 10° below the normal for mid-September. 
In contrast, above normal temperatures warmed the 
Pacific Northwest and West Coast States. At mid- 
week severe weather and heavy rains erupted in 

the Midwest and South. 


Slow moving frontal systems across the Nation 
on Monday spelled little change from the weekend 
weather pattern. The morning weather check showed 
mostly fair conditions, cool temperatures, and 
limited precipitation around the Nation. The ex- 
ception--the Southwest, where cloudy skies and 
scattered thundershowers continued. 


In the afternoon thundershowers lined the Gulf 
and south Atlantic Coasts. Severe weather broke 
out in parts of Florida; winds gusted to 80 mph 
in Ocala and toppled power lines and trees near 
Tallahassee. A few thundershowers developed from 
northern New England into Pennsylvania and across 
parts of Illinois and Iowa, but mostly clear skies 
dominated the middle Atlantic States and north- 
west quarter of the Nation. 

Monday's high pressure system over Lake Superior 
marked the center of a cool air mass that hov- 
ered over north central United States. High tem- 
peratures in the upper Mississippi Valley and 
western Great Lakes areas scored only in the 50's 
and 60's, and even stopped at 47° in Marquette, 
Mich. Temperatures elsewhere east of the Rockies 
ranged from 70's in the North to 80's and 90's 
in the South. 

Cold morning air om Tuesday broke record lows 
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in the Great Lakes region and delivered light to 
killing frosts to parts of southern Michigan. 

By noon, though, area temperatures moved into the 
50's. Southwest Arizona reigned as the warmest 
spot in the Nation (Yuma, 80”) 

Precipitation remained hidden across most of 
the Nation. Scattered activity extended from the 
southern Atlantic Coast into the southern 
Plains and from the west central Plains into Cal- 
ifornia. Meantime the northeast quarter and north- 
ern areas from the Pacific Coast into the Plains 
fared under clear skies. 

Moving eastward, the high pressure system car- 
ried autumn weather on Wednesday to the upper Ohio 
Valley and central Appalachians through New Eng- 
land. Freezing a.m. temperatures gripped the 
north central mountains of Pennsylvania, where 
Philipsburg and Bradford, at 30°, vied for the 
low for the Nation. 

Scattered severe weather marred the afternoon 
weather scene when it erupted in the Midwest and 
South. With renewed strength, thunderstorms kick- 
ed up a tornado in Springfield, Mo. that destroy- 
ed 5 homes, damaged 22 others, and left 5 persons 
injured. Elsewhere thunderstorms spotted the Gulf 
and south Atlantic Coasts and the middle Missis- 
sippi and western Ohio Valleys. 

By sunrise Thursday, however, thunderstorms 
and heavy rains diminished in the Midwest. Signs 
of fall turned up in the upper Mississippi Valley 
and northern Plains. Behind the cold front, morn- 
ing minimums dipped into the 30's in parts of 
North Dakota and the first snowfall blanketed the 
‘Black Hillis of South Dakota. Later on, however, 
the cold Canadian Air gave rise to heavy thunder- 
storms, some frost, and a few damaging windstorms 
as it streamed through the central Plains toward 
the middle Mississippi Valley. 

Over the weekend Florida and south central Texas 
were the only areas to escape the unseasonably 


~~“. 


cold air that spread across the eastern two-thirds 
of the Nation. West of the Divide, warm air set- 
tled over the Pacific Northwest and fair skies 

and highs in the 80's and 90's favored California. 

Friday morning's mercury dipped into the 30's 
and a few 20's through the northern Rockies and 
upper Great Lakes. Some daily record lows: Oma- 
ha, Nebr. 37°, Sheridan, Wyo. 37°, and Kansas City, 
Mo. 45°. 

Centered over Nebraska the cold air pushed 
southward. Clouds moderated temperatures in the 
central Plains but clear skies let the mercury 
slip into the freezing range in North Dakota, Min- 
nesota, Wisconsin, and Michigan. Moderate to 
heavy rains persisted along the cold front from 
New England through the middle Mississippi Valley 
and through Texas into New Mexico. 

On Saturday morning clear skies continued over 
the northern tier of States. The result--more 
record lows in the upper Mississippi Valley and 
Great Lakes region. Precipitation diminished 
considerably. Some rains, though, fell over much 
of Oklahoma into parts of Texas and from north- 
east Michigan through the lower Great Lakes into 
north New England. 

Morning temperatures on Sunday slipped even 
lower in the Northeast, but remained above normal 
for mid-September over the West Coast States. 

The cold air chilled a number of spots to record 
low levels as it headed eastward: Detroit, Mich. 
37°, Toledo, Ohio 31°, and Atlantic City, N.J. 37°. 


Then a warming trend pushed afternoon highs in- 
to the 60's in the upper Great Lakes region and 
from the mid 70's to mid 80's in Minnesota and the 
northern Plains. 

In central U.S. warm air flowing northward 
across the cool air produced occasional rain and 
drizzle from southwest Texas into northern Missouri 
and western Illinois. 
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NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL SUMMARY 
For the Week of September 8-14 


HIGHLIGHTS: Subnormal temperatures across much 
of the eastern half of the Nation brought scat- 
tered frost as far south as northern Illinois 
and Indiana. Frost damage to row crops was 
insignificant in most areas although there was 
some loss in low lying sections. Spring wheat 
harvest gained momentum in the near rain-free 
Northern Plains and Pacific Northwest. 


SMALL GRAINS: Favorable weather and conditions 
aided small grain harvest in most Northern States. 

Winter wheat combining was in the final stage 
in all States. Harvest was 90% done in Montana 
and 75% in Idaho. 

Spring wheat harvest reached 86% completion by 
September 14th, much behind normal. Combining 
made normal progress in most remaining areas and 
was 60% done in Montana; 88% in North Dakota; 
and 90% in Minnesota. 

Seeding of the 1976 winter wheat crop was 
over 10% finished by September 14th. In Kansas 
10% was in the ground, about normal. In Texas 
only 13% had been seeded, much behind the normal 
49%; and 6% in Oklahoma, behind the usual 12%. 


CORN: Development of corn continued at an excel- 
lent pace, despite subnormal temperatures over 
the major producing areas. Frost damage was 
light, except in low lying areas in several 
northern States. Harvest of this year's corn 

for grain made good progress with about 5% out 

of the field. 

In the North Central States, nearly two-thirds 
of the corn was mature and safe from frost, about 
double the progress of the 1974 crop. In Illinois, 
corn was 90% mature versus 39% in 1974 and average 
53%. The Iowa crop was 72% safe from frost, com- 
pared with 42% in 1974 and a usual 57%. Corn was 
55% mature in Ohio and 40% in both Indiana and 
Nebraska. Harvest started in Nebraska and Ohio, 
continued in Indiana, was 5% finished in Illinois, 
and 15% complete in Missouri. 

Corn harvesting continued in the South where 
the weather permitted. In North Carolina, 22% 
was harvested, 24% in Alabama, 25% in Georgia, 
30% in Texas, and 43% in South Carolina. 


COTTON: Cotton condition continues mostly fair 
despite cooler temperatures and high insect popu- 
lations. 

Cotton harvesting started in Arkansas, Georgia, 
and North Carolina and was 14% finished in Texas, 
where normally 17% has been harvested. Harvest 
was delayed in the Texas Lower Rio Grande Valley 
and Coastal Bend areas but made satisfactory prog- 
ress in the Blacklands and South Central. 

Boll opening continued to progress ahead of 1974 
and normal in South Carolina and Tennessee, but 
behind in Alabama, Arkansas,and Mississippi. 

Cotton picking started in the California Desert 
area. In central Arizona final irrigation was 
being applied and preparations for harvest were 
underway. Forty percent of the bolls were open 
on the west side. Cotton continues late in New 
Mexico. 


SOYBEANS: Soybean development continued at a 
steady pace even though cooler temperatures domi- 
nated much of the major growing area. Scattered 
light frost hit several States, but damage was 
insignificant in most regions. 


In many areas of the 
of the crop has leaves 


North Central States, much 
shedding and early fields 
have reached maturity. In Illinois, 60% of the 
soybeans were shedding leaves against only 10% 
in 1974 and normal 21%; 8% of the crop was har- 
vested, much ahead of 1974 and average. In Iowa, 
30% of the soybeans were shedding leaves versus 
17% in 1974 and a usual 33%. Soybeans were 20% 
mature in both Ohio and Minnesota; 12% in Missouri; 
and 10% in Indiana. Harvest was also underway 
in Ohio; 5 days ahead of average in Indiana and 3% 
finished in Missouri. 

Rain improved soybean prospects in Arkansas and 
early fields are maturing rapidly throughout much 
of the Southern growing area. 


OTHER CROPS: Sorghum harvest reached completion 
from the Texas Blacklands south and was making 
excellent progress in the southern Low Plains and 
Cross-Timbers. Early harvest started on the High 
Plains. Harvest was 5% finished in Kansas; 13% 

in Oklahoma; and 17% in Missouri. In Nebraska, 35% 
of the crop was ripe. 

Flue-cured tobacco harvest was virtually complete 
in North Carolina and 54% of the Burley crop had 
been harvested. In Kentucky, Burley was 61% cut 
and Darks were 57%, both ahead of average. 

Peanuts were 40% dug and 26% threshed in Georgia; 
42% dug and 31% combined in Alabama and 13% har- 
vested in Oklahoma, 27% in Texas, and 41% in Mis- 
sissippi. 

Potato harvesting started in southwest Idaho, 
the Red River Valley of Minnesota, and North Dakota; 
digging for processing was underway in Aroostook 
County, Maine; and total harvest was 45% finished 


in Ohio. 
Rice harvest started in California; was 14% done 


in Arkansas; 78% in Louisiana; and 97% in Texas. 


FRUITS AND NUTS: Harvest of early Delicious apples 
was active in Washington and harvest of other 
varieties continued in full swing in most Northern 
States where color improved. Grape harvest accel- 
erated in New York as more varieties matured. 

In California, harvesting of Tokay and other 

table grapes was active. Scattered rains fell 

in the southern half of the San Joaquin Valley, 
with over 50% of the raisin crop on the ground. 


VEGETABLES: Harvest of fresh market and proces- 
sing vegetables was on the decline in New York, 
but the fall vegetable harvest was active in 

New Jersey and Oregon. In California, moderate 
supplies of cantaloup, carrots, celery, lettuce, 
and sweet corn were available. Vegetable plant- 
ings continued active in Florida, but wet weather 
slowed seeding in several Southern areas of 
Texas. 


PASTURES AND LIVESTOCK: Pastures and fall graz- 
ing continue to gain over much of the Eastern 
half of the Nation and Pacific Northwest as soil 
moisture supplies improve. Hay making continues 
active in many areas where earlier adverse 
weather affected supplies. Supplemental feeding 
is necessary in some areas of Nebraska to off- 
set short pastures and range feed. Livestock 
remain in mostly good condition throughout the 
Nation. 
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STATE SUMMARIES OF WEATHER AND AGRICULTURE 


These summaries provide brief descriptions of crop and weather conditions important on a 


national scale. 


More detailed data are available in Weather and Crop Bulletins published 


each Monday by SRS State offices in cooperation with the National Weather Service, NOAA. 


ALABAMA: Weather warm and humid with scattered 
thundershowers from early week till 12th, when 
clear weather and below normal temperatures 
occurred. 

Principle activities as the weather permitted 
included: Harvesting corn, peanuts and a few 
fields of soybeans and cotton, spraying pesticides 
readying harvest equipment, preparing and seeding 
fall and winter crops and haying. The good to 
excellent corn crop 77% mature and 24% harvested 
for grain; last year 83% mature and 17% harvested. 
Soybeans in good condition 33% turning yellow, 

9% mature; 1974, mature 23%. Cotton in fair con- 
dition; 11% bolls open, 1974 16%. Peanuts in 
good condition; 42% dug, 31% combined. Hay har- 
vest 84%. Soil moisture short to adequate. 


ALASKA: Tanana Valley: 
Slightly above normal. 
Dry over west half of valley and wet east. 
nuska Valley: Temperatures slightly below 
normal. Much cloudy weather and a very wet week. 
Kenaio Peninsula: Temperatures below normal. 
Light frost midweek. Very wet cool week. Kodiak: 
Near normal temperatures and precipitation a 
little below normal. . 

Cool wet weather prevailed, hampering all 
crop harvesting. Only a small amount of grain 
has been combined with very high moisture con- 
tent. Potato harvest about 25% completed, wet 
fields slowing digging. Ground moisture supply 
adequate in Tanana Valley, but surplus in Mata- 
nuska Valley and Kenai Peninsula. 


Average temperatures 
Generally cloudy week. 
Mata- 


ARIZONA: Showers most areas, heaviest east. Tem- 
peratures 2 to 4° below normal. 

Cotton fair to good; final boll setting; pre- 
paration harvest. Central areas final irrigations; 
good condition west, 40% open. Grain sorghum good 
progress west, harvest early fields. Harvest al- 
falfa seed complete west. Irrigation alfalfa hay, 
renovation some fields. Lettuce good progress 
Cochise County. Other lettuce, mixed vegetables 
good progress central, west. Melons fall harvest 
Salt River Valley, favorable progress. Limited 
lemon harvest Yuma County. Range condition mostly 
fair. Ranchers culling herds. Sheepmen buying 
feeder lambs for winter pasture. 


ARKANSAS: Warm temperatures early dropped signif- 
icantly late. Extremes: 93 and 43°. Rainfall 
occurred throughout, greatest amount 4.70 in. 
Amounts more than 2.00 in. common north half, 
lesser amounts elsewhere. 
Soil moisture adequate. 
included harvesting rice, sorghum, hay, 
ing small grain land. First cotton ginned; 
bolls open, 15% 1974; defoliation underway. 
Showers filled immature bolls and started second 
growth. Serious bollworm and weevil infestations. 
Rice combining 14% complete, 6% 1974. Showers 
and wind lodged some rice, slowed harvest. Soy- 
beans maturing rapidly; rains improved prospects. 
Early varieties filling pods, showing leaf yellow- 
ing. Late beans bloomed profusely. Sorghum 
combining 39% complete. Wheat planted for graz- 
ing. Rains improved regrowth of Bermuda and 
native grasses. Hay cutting continued. Grass- 
lands provided adequate forage, few pastures 
overstocked. Cattle making good gains. Delicious 
and Jonathan apples being picked. Grape harvest 
continued. 


Fieldwork 4.5 days 
pre par- 
12% 


Scattered showers and thundershowers 
central, Sierra Nevada and 
northern mountains. Cooling early week inland 
north and central, otherwise little change. 
Extremes: 50's and near 100°. 

Some damage hay, dry beans from showers. Plant- 
ing small grain started. Cotton picking started 
desert. Rice harvest started. Milo harvest 
increasing Desert. Field corn maturing. Cutting 
dry beans increasing. Safflower harvest com- 
plete some areas. Stone fruit harvest declining 
seasonally. Bartlett pear harvest virtually 
complete, winter pear harvest continues. Prune 
picking active. Almond shaking increasing. 
Walnut harvest underway San Joaquin Valley and 
south. Scattered rain south half of San Joaquin 
Valley on 13th with over 50% raisin crop on ground. 
Damage expected slight to moderate. Tokay and 
other table grape harvest continues. Wine grape 
harvest increasing, some north coast wineries 
crushing. Apple picking increasing. Fig har- 
vest slow. Valencia orange season approaches 
completion. Lemon harvest started Coachella 
Valley; Riverside grapefruit harvest near end. 
Avocado harvest seasonally active. Broccoli, 
cauliflower, carrots continue moderate Salinas; 
cantaloup at Firebaugh-Mendota; celery San Luis 
Obispo; sweet corn Orange County. Honey dew 
winding down Yuba City. Lettuce heavy Salinas. 
Potato full swing Shasta. Market tomato con- 
tinues Orange County; canning tomatoes continues 
Sacramento Valley, completed Madera. Livestock 
doing well, calving underway. 


CALIFORNIA: 
southeast deserts, 


COLORADO: Temperatures 1 to 4° below normal east. 
Near or above seasonal mountains and west. Precip- 
itation range 0.20 in. Arkansas and Platte River 
basins, 0.75 in. Colorado and Rio Grande Basins. 

Corn silage 30% harvested, 46% 1974, 33% average. 
Corn for grain 92% dough stage; 67% dented. Dry 
beans 37% cut, 15% threshed. Winter wheat 53% 
seeded, 40% 1974, 36% average. Topsoil moisture 
remains short. Sorghum 90% headed, 61% colored. 
Third cutting alfalfa 26%, spring barley 75% 
harvested. Ranges and pastures good except south- 
east. Livestock good condition. 


FLORIDA: Normal summer time weather except for a 
cool front in central peninsula on 14th. Temper- 
atures averaged near normal except slightly below 
normal north over weekend. Rainfall generally 
moderate, but excessive amounts of 4.00 to 6.00 
in. central. 

Field crops mostly good condition, except soy- 
beans fair. Corn and peanut harvest full swing. 
Sugarcane being cut for seed. Haymaking active. 
Land being prepared for fall grains and winter 
grazing. Pastures good to excellent condition. 
Cattle and calves good condition. Citrus grove 
conditions excellent. Soil moisture short to ade- 
quate, some irrigation. Grapefruit harvest active. 
Growing conditions and plant growth all vegetable 
crops good to excellent. Planting active. Toma- 
toes light bloom evident. Light harvest underway, 
cucumbers, squash. 


GEORGIA: Moderate to heavy showers produced 1.00 
to 3.00 in. of rain over most areas. Extreme 
southeast and near the southwest border being 
drier with only 0.50 in. Temperatures averaged 

1 to 2° above normal most areas. Showers ended 
on 13th with fair and cooler 14th. 
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Soil moisture varied, mostly adequate. Field- 
work very active with 5 days suitable. About 


20% peanut crop harvested during period, now 
40% dug, 26% threshed, 1974 29% and 17%, average 
67% and 54%; condition and yields good. Corn 
25% harvested, 1974 16%, average 14%, condition 
good. Cotton fair to good, less than 1% har- 
vested, 1974 2%, average 7%. Soybeans fair to 
mostly good, many insects, harvest barely begun. 
Tobacco marketing continued, most stalks de- 
stroyed. Pecans declined, mostly fair to good, 
no harvest. Small grains 2% seeded. Haying and 
Silage active between showers. Pastures fair 

to good. Cattle and hogs good. Northern area 
apple harvest active. 


HAWAII: 
growth. 


Growing conditions favorable for crop 
Some light showers fell in windward 
areas of all Islands. Most fruit and vegetable 
plantings required heavy irrigation. Sugar 
plantations on Kauai continue to ration irriga- 
tion water. Vegetable supplies adequate. Melon 
production up from late crop. Banana production 
moderate to heavy. Papaya production increasing. 
Some pastures in Kauai remain poor. Pineapple 
harvesting further decline. Sugar harvesting 


steady. 
IDAHO: Warming trend end week. Temperatures 
2 to 5° above normal most areas. Highs 80's, 


lows 40's. Limited precipitation. 

Favorable weather good crop development. 
Harvesting operations good progress. Small 
grain harvest full swing, except higher elevation 
fields. Potato crop developed well, some grow- 
ers roll vines and spraying to kill vines. 
Powdery mildew sugarbeets southwest and south 
central. Winter wheat 75% harvested, 100% 1974. 
Spring wheat 70% harvested, 90% 1974. Hops 30% 
harvested, 45% 1974. Onions 35% harvested, 25% 
1974. Potato harvest started limited scale 
southwest, active most areas in 2 weeks. Winter 
wheat 20% seeded, 15% 1974. Winter barley 10% 
seeded, 5% 1974. Pastures and ranges drying 
out, providing adequate forage. Cattle move 
off ranges. 


ILLINOIS: Temperatures 4 to 9° below normal. 
Scattered frost north 13th. Precipitation under 
0.10 in. north, 2.75 in. south. 

Corn mostly good to excellent; 90% mature, 39% 
1974, average 53%, 5% harvested, 0% 1974, average 
1%. Soybeans mostly good to excellent; 87% 
turning yellow, 29% 1974, average 59%, 60% shed- 
ding leaves, 10% 1974, average 21%; 8% combined, 
0% 1974, average 1%. Alfalfa hay mostly good 
to excellent; 3d crop 81% cut, 77% 1974, average 
73%. Winter wheat seeding 4% complete, 4% 1974 
and average. Pastures mostly good to excellent. 
Soil moisture 4% short, 82% adequate, 14% sur- 
plus. Fieldwork: 5 days suitable. 


INDIANA: Some frost in low areas central and 
north but no significant damage as temperatures 
touched 32° at Goshen. Temperatures averaged 
5° below normal. Some high 80's early week. 
Rainfall 1.00 in. north, 1.30 in. central, 1.50 
in. southwest, and 2.50 in. southeast. 

Fieldwork averaged 5 days. Topsoil and sub- 
soil moisture mostly adequate. Corn harvest 
starting. Corn 40% mature, 1974 10%, average 
D%. Soybean combining started two weeks ahead 
of 1974, 5 days ahead of average. Soybeans 10% 
mature. Wheat land 65% plowed, same as 1974 
and average. Silos 45% filled, 1974 20%. Tobacco 
35% harvested, 1974 25%, 1973 40%. Pastures 
fair to good. 


IOWA: Temperatures 4° below normal with abrupt 
change to colder late in week. Seasons first 
frost and freezing temperatures 12th north, 13th 
northeast. Several record minima. Rainfall 
below normal despite scattered showers, thunder- 
storms 10th, llth; 0.50 in. west to 1.00 in. 
south, few locally heavy amounts. 

Scattered light frost morning 12th caused 
little or no damage. Need 1 to 4 week frost 
free weather for crops to be safe from frost. 
Amount of field loss from lodging unknown. 
Condition fair to good; 94% dented, 71% 1974; 
72% safe from frost, 42% 1974, 57% average. Soy- 
beans 72% leaves turning, 40% 1974; 30% shedding 
leaves, 17% 1974, 33% average; condition mostly 
good. Third cutting alfalfa 71% harvested. 
Winter wheat 15% planted. Hay, pasture condition 
improved mostly good. Soil moisture adequate. 
Fieldwork average 5.5 days suitable. 


KANSAS: Temperatures averaged near normal 
northwest to 2 to 4° below normal central and 
east, all areas from 5 to 10° below normal after 


10th. General rains 1.00 to 2.00 in. east 10th 
locally 3.00 to 4.90 in. Spotty precipitation 
in west. 


Corn 50% mature, same as 1974 and average; 
10% harvested, 5% in 1974 and average. Sorghum 
grain 25% mature, 10% 1974, 20% average; 5% 
harvested, same as 1974 and average. Wheat 
planted, 10% same as 1974 and average. Alfalfa 
harvested 3d cutting, 95% complete. Fourth 
cutting 20% completed, 25% average and 1974. 
Alfalfa seeded, 70% completed. Barley seeded 
5%, same as 1974 and average. 


KENTUCKY: Warm and humid early week. Cold 
front llth and 12th brought much colder air to 
State. Precipitation averaged 1.75 in. llth and 
12th. Temperatures 3 to 4° below normal. 

Soil moisture 55% adequate, 39% short, 6% 
surplus. Farm work slowed by thundershowers, 
4 days favorable. Farm work centered around 
tobacco harvest, haying and land preparation. 
Burley 61% cut, darks 57%; 1974, 42% and 56%; 
average, 51% and 57%. Houseburn below normal. 
Corn 35% mature, 1974 27%; average, 30%. Soy- 
beans developing rapidly; shedding leaves 16% 
1974 10%, average, 11%. Fall wheat seeding 5% 
complete. Pastures improved. 


LOUISIANA: Temperatures normal southeast, 3 
to 5° below north. Scattered showers south 
through 12th. Cool, dry weekend. Extremes: 
96 and 53°. Greatest l-day rain, 1.29 in. 
Slidell, llth. 

Fieldwork restricted south, elsewhere open; 
statewide 4.3 days fieldwork. Soil moisture 
short to adequate north, surplus south. Main 
activities: Insect control, haying, rice har- 
vest, and sugarcane planting. Soybeans fair to 
good; early maturing varieties being harvested 
central and northeast; late beans need moisture 
north. Cotton fair; early planted maturing. 
Rice mostly good, 78% harvested, 87% 1974, 79% 
average; showers hampered harvest southwest, 
harvest beginning northeast. Corn and sorghum 
mostly good. Corn 50% harvested, yields fair to 
good. Grain sorghum worm damage moderate. 
Sugarcane stands and height good; borer infes- 
tation moderate to heavy; rains slowed planting. 
Sweetpotatoes mostly good; 33% harvested. 
Pecans maturing, hay harvest active. Pastures 
average. Cattle good. 


MARYLAND AND DELAWARE:- Temperatures averaged 
slightly below normal. Extremes: 90's and 40's. 
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COMPUTED TO 50° F. BASE WITH DAILY 
MAXIMUM TEMPERATURE LIMITED TO 86° F. 
OR LESS AND DAILY MINIMUM TO 50° F. 
OR MORE. PLEASE SEE DEFINITION IN 
MARCH 29, 1971 AND APRIL 3, 1972 

ISSUE OF BULLETIN. 
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COMPUTED TO 50 F. BASE WITH DAILY 
MAXIMUM TEMPERATURE LIMITED TO 86 F. 
OR LESS AND DAILY MINIMUM TO 50 F. 
OR MORE. PLEASE SEE DEFINITION IN 
MARCH 29, 1971 AND APRIL 3, 1972 

ISSUE OF BULLETIN. 
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Garrett County had low of 37°. 
ranged from 0.08 to 2.13 in. 
occurred on Eastern Shore. 

Corn 68% matured, 15% harvested. Corn for si- 
lage 50% harvested. Soybeans 21% yellowed, 6% 
shedding leaves, 2% 1974. Few early soybeans be- 
ing harvested. Tobacco 70% harvested, 81% 1974, 
average 85%. Apple harvest active, peak expected 
near end of month. 


Precipitation 
Heaviest amounts 


MICHIGAN: Record low temperatures, -5 to -10° be- 
low normal. Scattered snow on 12th north of thumb. 
Precipitation 0.25 to 2.00 in. 

Soil moisture surplus. Corn 90% dented; 50% 
1974; 65% average. Corn silage 15%; 10% 1974; 20% 
normal. Soybeans 75% turning; 55% 1974; 65% nor- 
mal. Dry beans 85% shedding leaves; 20% harvested 
in thumb; 30% central. Poor quality from rain. 
Potato digging half done in bay, 20% south. Pota- 
toes flooded on many muck potatoes. Winter wheat 
15% planted, 5% normal. Third cutting hay 25% 
done, 40% 1974, 35% normal. Summer apples virtual- 
ly picked, fall apples underway south. Peaches 
and cantaloup 90%; pear and plums 66% done. Some 
peaches and plums spilt. Grape harvest south. 
Onions 30%, tomatoes 80% done and cracking. Ground 
vegetables rotting in places. Fieldwork 3 days. 


MINNESOTA: Cold week with scattered light frost 
and brief freezing temperatures. No hard freeze 
or killing frost major agricultural areas. Temper- 
atures 3 to 8° below normal. Extremes: 24 and 
91°. Rainfall well below normal except lower 
southwest. 

Row crop development advancing rapidly 1 week 
ahead of average progress. Corn 98% dented and 
beyond, 1974 74%, average 87%. Soybeans 61% shed- 
ding leaves and beyond, 1974 40%, average 53%. 
Light frost most areas late week, damage minimal 
and restricted to leaf injury in scattered low 
areas. Cutting corn for silage 40% completed. 
Almost 20% soybeans mature. A few fields of corn 
for grain and soybeans combined. Small grain har- 
vest nearing completion but showers high humidity 
restricting field drying and combining. Quality 
of grain deteriorating in swath. Spring wheat 90% 
combined 1974, 69%, average 93%. Flaxseed harvest 
60% complete. Fall potato digging fully underway 
south. Digging in Red River Valley 10% complete. 
Sugarbeet harvest started in Red River Valley on 
a limited scale. Sweet corn processing 85% com- 
pleted. Dry edible bean harvest getting started 
in northern areas, 66% complete central. 
MISSISSIPPI: Temperatures within 3° of normal. 
Extremes: 96 and 58°. Greatest 24-hour rainfall 
was 3.72 in. at Merrill on 7th. 

Soil moisture mostly adequate. Fieldwork: 4.4 
days suitable. Cotton 23% open bolls, 24% 1974, 
25% average. Soybeans 96% setting pods; 37% 


turning, 25% 1974; 16% shedding, 11% 1974. Corn 


44% mature, 7% harvested. Rice 91% headed, 42% 
mature. Sorghum 97% headed, 44% mature, 20% 
harvested. Sweetpotatoes 42%, peanuts 41%, hay 


crops 75%, corn silage 77%, sorghum silage 54% 
harvested. Cotton in poor to fair condition. 
Other crops mostly in fair to good condition. 


MISSOURI : Temperatures 2 to 4° below normal except 
in Bootheel, 1” above. Precipitation heavy over 
State, ranging 1.25 in. northeast to 3.00 in. 

west Ozarks. 

Soil moisture mostly adequate. 
days. Corn 77% mature, 27% 1974, 
4% average. 
12% mature; 
9% 1974. 
harvested. 


Fieldwork 3 
15% harvested, 
Soybeans 38% turning color, 13% 1974; 
3% harvested. Cotton 32% open bolls, 
Grain sorghum 59% mature, 33% 1974; 17% 
Third cutting alfalfa 84% complete. 


MONTANA: Warm dry week. Temperatures averaged 3° 
above normal west to near normal elsewhere. 
Precipitation well below normal. Scattered frost 
noted most areas. 

Winter wheat harvest 90% complete, normally 
complete September 1. Spring wheat 60% done, 1974 
75% and normal 90%. Barley 50%, 1974 85%, normal 
90%. Oats 60%, 85% 1974, normal 90%. Soil mois- 
ture adequate most areas for seeding winter wheat; 
about 20% now seeded, 1974 45%, normal 30%. 
Germination mostly good. Corn silage 20% cut. 

Dry beans 20% threshed. Second cutting alfalfa 
60% done. Range feed and stockwater adequate. 
Nearly 10% cattle and 15% sheep moved from summer 
range. 


NEBRASKA: Temperatures 10 to 15° above normal 9th 
and 10th; otherwise 2 to 5° below normal. Light 
rain general on lith. Small local areas light 
frost on llth. 

Topsoil moisture supplies 73% short, 27% ade- 
quate. Subsoil moisture supplies 88% short, 12% 
adequate. Wheat ground preparation progressing. 
Planting started. Corn 40% mature, near normal, 
1974 35%. Silage harvest continues. Some grain 
harvest started. Irrigated corn condition mostly 
good; dryland mostly fair. Sorghum condition 
mostly fair to good; 95% turned, 85% normal, 1974 
70%; 35% ripe, normal 20%, 1974 25%. Soybean 
condition mostly fair to good; 75% of leaves 
turned, 55% 1974, near normal; 25% shed leaves, 
near normal, 20% 1974. Alfalfa hay mostly fair; 
95% of 3d cutting harvested. Dry beans 50% har- 
vested. Pasture and range feed supplies 84% short, 
16% adequate. Some supplemental feeding. 


NEVADA: Moderate to heavy precipitation all areas. 
Local areas flooding from heavy downpours at Pyra- 
mid Lake area southeastward to Las Vegas. Temper- 
atures ranged from 4° above normal Las Vegas to 
2° below Ely. Extremes: 98 and 32°. 

Alfalfa hay harvested ranged 3d cuttings west 
to 6th cuttings extreme southern valleys. Limited 


movement livestock. 


NEW ENGLAND: Showers produced 0.25 to 0.50 in. 
rain everywhere but eastern sections on 8th. Hail 
and rain to 1.50 in. 12th. Gale force winds along 
Eastern Coast. Temperatures below normal 9th 
through lith. Early frosts north and west. 

Silage chopping active early southern fields 
near complete. Combining oats, wheat and buck- 
wheat in Maine progressing normally. Apple har- 
vest underway all areas; color good. Early south- 
ern potatoes harvested, late still to start. 
Aroostook, Maine top killing potato vines; digging 
for processing underway. Haying as weather per- 
mits. 

NEW JERSEY: Cold week with frost on 10th, 14th 
and 15th. Temperatures averaged 6 to 10° below 
normal. Extremes: 28° at Charlotteburg on 15th 
and 86° at Bridgeton on 8th. Rainfall averaged 
1.07 in north, 0.66 in. central and 0.78 in. south. 
Heaviest 24-hour total 1.47 in. at Belvidere 
Bridge. 

Estimated soil moisture in percent of field 
capacity averaged 85% north, 58% central and 60% 
south. Fall vegetable harvest active. Alfalfa 
hay 3d cutting nearing completion. Rye and bar- 
ley planting active. Soil preparation underway 
for planting wheat. Sweetpotato harvest increas- 
ing. Apple harvest increasing. Peach harvest 
nearing completion. Cranberry harvest beginning. 


NEW MEXICO: Heavy rains again during week. 
Heaviest amounts over western mountains, smallest 
amounts northeastern plains. Temperatures 2 to 
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5° below normal, coldest mornings observed on 
13th. 

Heavy rain most areas, moisture supplies most- 
ly adequate. Cotton fair, 2 weeks late; well ad- 
vanced boll setting. Alfalfa good, rain inter- 
rupted harvest; damaged hay many areas; 3d cut 
north, 4th south. Grain sorghum good, well ad- 
vanced dough stage. Corn good, most areas well 
into dough stage; harvest corn silage. Winter 
wheat, barley seeding with limited emergance. 
Other crops good. Some apple harvest. Range 
mostly good, few dry areas. Livestock good, 
where ranges are dry. 


fair 


NEW YORK: 
84 and 31°. 
and northeast. 


Temperatures below normal. Extremes: 
Rainfall heavy eastern finger lakes 
Cool weather overspread State on 


9th. Frost occurred northeastern areas on 10th 
and 14th. Wettest of period occurred lith, 12th, 
13th. 

Cool, wet week delayed fieldwork. Frost on 


9th and 10th with limited damage. Third cutting 
alfalfa hay harvest delayed, about 50% in. Corn 
Silage harvest advanced to 20%. Fitting for 

wheat and some planting continues as conditions 
allow. Weather delayed dry bean harvest. Upstate 
potato harvest continues, good yield and quality. 
Late maturity delaying Long Island potato harvest, 
irrigation continues. Harvest of fresh market 

and procesiing vegetables declining. Kraut yields 
improved but below normal. Apple and grape har- 
vest accelerating as more varieties mature. Ap- 
ples are good quality and sizing well. 


NORTH CAROLINA: First chill of autumn end of week. 
Temperatures averaged several degrees above normal 
except near normal in mountains through 12th. 
Precipitation totals averaged 1.00 to 2.00 in. 
above normal in mountains and western Piedmont. 
About 1.00 in. below normal over east, except where 
locally heavy thundershowers occurred. 

Days suitable fieldwork 4.3. Soil moisture 
improved, 3% very short, 31% short, 62% adequate, 
and 4% surplus. Very little flue-cured tobacco 
remaining in fields. Burley tobacco harvest 54% 
complete, 1974 38%. Corn 22% combined, 1974 21%, 
average 15%. Cotton and peanut harvest light. 
Sweetpotatoes 17% dug, 1974 17%. Apples 32% 
picked, 1974 36%, average 40%. Condition apples 
and sweet potatoes fair to mostly good; corn, 
sorghum grain and cotton fair to good; soybeans 
and peanuts mostly fair to good. Pastures im- 
proved. 


NORTH DAKOTA: Temperatures 3 to 6° below normal 
except northwest, which was normal. Precipitation 
0.30 to 0.40 in. below normal. Weekend above 
normal temperatures. 

Small grain harvest made normal progress. 
Hard spring wheat combining about 88% complete, 
74% 1974, 87% average. Durum 79%, 47% 1974, 75% 
average. Oats 94%, 82% 1974, 93% average. 
Barley 97%, 80% 1974, 93% average. Potato dig- 
ging and sugarbeet lifting beginning. Frost 
some areas affecting corn and soybeans. Silage 
cutting beginning. Livestock good condition, 


OHIO: Early week temperatures near normal with 
highs in 70's and 80's. Weekend highs in 60's, 
lows in 30's. Heaviest precipitation 2.71 in. 
southwest; least 0.42 in. northeast. 

Corn and soybean harvest started. Corn 55% 
mature and safe from frost, 30% 1974 and 35% 
normal. Soybeans 55% leaves shedding, 35% 1974 


and 45% normal; 20% mature, 10% 1974 and normal. 
Winter wheat seeding less than 10% complete, 5% 
1974 and 10% normal. 


Harvest completed: Corn si- 


lage 45%, 30% 1974 and 35% normal; alfalfa hay, 

3d cutting 75%, 65% 1974 and normal; tobacco 60%, 
50% normal; potatoes 45%, 45% normal. Tomato har- 
vest delayed by surplus moisture conditions. Soil 
moisture supplies 1% short, 46% adequate and 53% 


surplus. Fieldwork: over 4 days favorable. 
OKLAHOMA: Temperatures averaged from normal 
to 3° below normal. Precipitation averaged 


from 0.01 in. Panhandle to 1.67 in. northeast. 
Weekend very cool and wet most areas. 

Wheat land preparation active, 6% of State 
wheat seeded, lack of topsoil moisture hindered 
progress, 12% average. Rains over weekend 
should help most areas. All row crop develop- 
ment advanced significantly: Sorghums 13% 
harvested, 7% average; peanuts 19%, soybeans 
16% mature, both 10% average. Corn slightly 
behind average; cotton one week behind average 
development with only 2% bolls open, 12% average. 
Fourth cutting alfalfa hay 55% complete, yields 
fair to good. Condition of ranges and cattle 
fell slightly, but still mostly good. 


OREGON: Temperatures averaged 4 to 10° above 
normal, Extremes: 90's and 40's. No precip- 
itation reported. 

Fall grains 97% harvested. Spring grains 90% 
harvested. Some sprout damage in unharvested 
grain. Red clover seed harvest beginning. 
Fourth cutting hay continuing. Fall land 
preparation and seeding continuing. Bartlett 
pear harvest nearly finished. Winter pear har- 
vest underway. Picking apples, peaches, 
blackberries. Walnuts and filberts look good. 
Sweet corn, green beans, broccoli, cauliflower, 
beets, carrots, cabbage being harvested. Pota- 
to harvest continuing in Hermiston, Ontario 
areas. Klamath Fall potato harvest late. High 
ranges good, low ranges poor to fair. Chaff 
being put up for winter. feed. Cattle on stubble. 
Feed, water adequate. Cattle and calves good 
condition. Fire danger moderate. 


PENNSYLVANIA: Week of contrasting weather condi- 
tions from sunny and warm early week to cool week- 
end. Extremes: 85 and 26°. Temperatures 2 to 
10° subnormal. Rainfall from less than 0.50 in. 
lower and middle Susquehanna Valleys and along 
Lake Erie shore to over 3.00 in. Warren County, 
elsewhere mostly 0.75 to 1.50 in. 

Soil moisture adequate, surplus north. 
ties harvest of tomatoes, apples, potatoes, 


Activi- 
tobac- 


co, hay making, filling silos, seeding winter 
wheat and barley. Tobacco 46% cut. Potatoes 43% 
dug, 1974 36%. Corn 19% mature; 58% dented; 1974 


4 and 43% respectively. Ensilage 25% harvested, 
1974 15%. Fall plowing 48%, on par with 1974. 
Barley 38% seeded, winter wheat 30%, each 6 days 
ahead of last fall. Alfalfa hay 2d cut done, 3d 
cut 66% complete. Clo-Tim 2d cut 89%. Hay 
quality mostly fair. 


PUERTO RICO: Island average rainfall 1.04 in. 
Highest weekly total 3.52 in. at Gurabo. 
Highest 24°-hour total 2.27 in. at Gurabo. 
Temperatures averaged about 82° on coasts and 
76° interior. Extremes: 95 and 60°. 

Favorable weather for development and plant- 
ing of sugarcane except some north coastal and 
south coastal areas where more rain needed. 
Coffee harvest started, but slowed by rains. 
Soil moisture adequate for preparation of 
seedbeds. Planting, fertilizing and cultiva- 
ting of pastures main activities. Recupera- 
tion noted all areas from recent rains except 
in Manati and Aguadilla where rain is badly 
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needed. Pastures suffering insect attacks. 
Cultivation and harvest of good variety of 
food crops under favorable weather. 


SOUTH CAROLINA: Weather ranged from warmer than 
usual early, decidedly cooler late. Temperatures 
varied from 90's downward to 70's on 13th. Rain- 
fall occurred late week. 

Crop condition improved for soybeans, pasture, 
sorghums, corn. Cotton remains in fair condi- 
tion; farmers preparing for harvest. Cotton open 
bolls 43% 1975, 18% 1974, 35% average. Soybeans 
25% turning color, 11% 1974, 13% average; shed- 
ding 8%, 4% 1974, 5% average. Corn harvest 43%, 
33% 1974, 26% average. 


SOUTH DAKOTA: Light frost occurred at widely 
scattered areas as temperatures dropped to near 
or slightly below freezing 12th. Temperatures 
averaged from 1° above to 9° below normal. 
Extremes: 97 and 27°. Only a few significant 
amounts of precipitation and these were in east 
central. 

Some frost damage to corn in low lying areas 
scattered throughout north. Corn 89% dented, 
1974 86%, normal 90%; 48% mature and safe from 
frost, 1974 39%, normal 60%. Cutting corn for 
Silage made good progress. Sorghum 74% showing 
head color, 1974 72%, normal 76%. Soybeans 55% 
shedding leaves, 1974 66%, normal 66%. Fall 
seeding made excellent progress as seeding con- 
ditions were ideal. Winter wheat 71% seeded, 
1974 52%, normal 57%. Winter rye 66% seeded, 
1974 37%, normal 46%. Fall plowing 64% com- 
plete, 1974 61%, normal 61%. Livestock are 
generally in fair to good condition. 


TENNESSEE: Precipitation averaged from less 
than 0.25 in. east to over 1.00 in. west. Tem- 
peratures averaged 1 to 4° below seasonal normals. 
Rains boosted late crops and pastures, but too 
late for early crops and hay. Fall plowing 45% 
completed, 1974 38%, normal 51%; delayed by dry 
soil. Soybeans 3% mature, 1974 0%, normal 6%; 
west soybeans good, east poor. Cotton 25% open 
bolls, 1974 8%, normal 22%. Corn 8% harvested, 
55% mature, ahead of 1974 and normal. Wheat 9% 
sown, 13% oats, 14% barley, same as 1974, but 
behind normal. Tobacco 79% harvested, 1974 59%, 
normal 75%. Late hay crop short or nonexistent. 


TEXAS: Warm temperatures, early week. Cold 
front Panhandle lith, dropped temperatures upper 
50's; moved through remainder State during week- 
end. Rains most areas on 13th, continued through- 
out coast, central, west weekend. Precipitation 
above normal all but northeast. Temperatures 
range 9° below normal northwest to near normal 
far south, 

Harvest cotton, corn sorghum, peanuts, making 
satisfactory progress. Completion cotton har- 
vest delayed Lower Rio Grande Valley, Coastal 
Bend by recent heavy rains. Corn, sorghum har- 
vest started High Plains, crop prospects excel- 
lent. Cotton harvest satisfactory progress in 
Blacklands, South Central. First bales ginned 
southern High Plains. Cotton making excellent 
progress High, Low Plains, but cold weather set 
crop back several days. Corn harvest nearing 
completion southern half, just getting started 
High, Low Plains. Yield prospects high, low 
plains excellent but high moisture content will 
delay harvest several weeks. Sorghum harvest 
reached completion from Blacklands south and 
making excellent progress southern Low Plains, 
Cross-Timbers. First loads cut on High Plains. 


Major crops percent harvested: Cotton 14, 1974 
20, average 17; corn 30, 1974 46, average 51; 
sorghum 61, 1974 53, average 49; peanuts 27, 
1974 23, average 24; rice 97, 1974 92, average 
86. Major crops percent planted: Wheat 13, 
1974 29, average 49; oats 10, 1974 19, average 
20. 

High Plains: Bellpeppers, cabbage, cantaloups, 
cucumbers, early carrots being harvested. Trans- 
Pecos: Fall cabbage, lettuce being planted. 
Tomato picking continues. Green peppers continue 
make good development. San Antonio-Winter Garden: 
Cabbage, carrots, eggplant, early spinach emerged, 
making good growth. Laredo: Tomato crop planted. 
Lower Rio Grande Valley: Some cabbage damaged 
by heavy rains. Vegetable seeding at stand- 
still because continuing showers on saturated 
fields. Peppers, tomatoes making good progress. 
Pecan crop continues mature with harvest some 
early varieties expectea shortly in south, 
Intermittent showers Lower Rio Grande Valley 
continue keep 1975-76 citrus crop excellent 
condition. 

Grazing abundant most areas though moisture 
getting short. Rains provide excellent moisture, 
insure good grazing conditions through early fall. 
Livestock condition excellent. Precautions taken 
prevent screwworm cases. 


UTAH: Scattered shower and thunderstorm activity 
most areas. Accumulated amounts moisture general- 
ly light but locally moderate to heavy. Average 
temperatures ranged from near normal to 4° above. 
Harvest activities continue. Spring wheat har- 
vest 75% complete, barley 76%, and oats 70%. 
Third crop alfalfa hay 18% harvested. Corn for 
Silage mature slow. Dry onion and tomato harvest 
just beginning. Sweet corn harvest about 66% 
complete. Peach and pear harvest, 18%. Cattle 
and calf condition good. Very few sales of cat- 


tle. Lamb movement to out-of-State markets start- 
ing. 
VIRGINIA: Rainfall averaged 0.50 in., most areas 


receiving measurable amounts. Temperatures 


slightly above normal early and midweek. Much 
colder over weekend. Extremes: 88 and 40°. 
Favorable week. Fieldwork: 4.8 days suitable. 


Topsoil moisture good all areas, except south- 
west. Corn grain 11% harvested, slightly ahead 
normal. Silage harvest most common activity 
statewide, Flue-cured tobacco harvest 77% com- 
plete. Fire-cured tobacco 75% harvested. Rains 
improved Burley conditions slightly, harvest 

63%. Sun-cured 61% harvested. Soybean little 
changed. Corn earworm infestation requiring 
spraying many farms. Peanuts improved maturity 
since early month. Late hay harvested. Pas- 
tures improved, favorable moisture. Apple har- 
vest quick pace as principal varieties mature; 
23% harvested, average 18%. Eastern Shore cucum- 
bers and fresh market sweetpotatoes harvested. 
Southwest late fall cabbage cut, fall potatoes 
dug. Soils mostly good for fall plowing and land 
preparation. Seeding small grains started. 


WASHINGTON: West: Temperatures ranged from nor- 
mal to 6° above. No precipitation. 

Harvesting: Vegetable seeds, blueberries, 
huckleberries, cauliflower and cucumbers. Trans- 
planting cabbage seed. Picking sweet corn but 
development delayed most areas. Green chopping 
corn and grass. Harvesting silage corn. Fall 
pasture excellent. East: Temperatures averaged 
2 to 6° above normal. No precipitation. 


Color development slow on Red Delicious; some 
Picking in full swing. 


sunburn damage. Also 
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harvesting early Golden Delicious, winter pears, 
sweet corn, silage corn, hops, dry beans, alfalfa 
seed and red clover. Digging potatoes. Peach 
harvest completed. Powdery mildew in sugarbeets 
under control. Late blight in potatoes reduced 
by warmer weather. Wheat, barley, lentil harvest 
winding down. Bluegrass fields drying. Other 
activities: Plowing, seeding, fertilizing, weed- 
ing. Cattle and ranges in good condition. 


WEST VIRGINIA: Temperatures below normal north- 
west and north central, near normal elsewhere. 
Scattered light frost central and northeast. Pre- 
cipitation below normal northeast and above nor- 
mal elsewhere. 

Favorable workdays 4.4. 
81% adequate and 6% surplus. Main fieldwork: 
ing, mowing pasture and filling silos. 
68% dug. Second cutting hay 84%, 3d cutting 46% 
complete. Tobacco harvested 69%. Corn good to 
fair; 18% dough, 53% dented and 29% mature. Pas- 
ture fair to good. 


WISCONSIN: Temperatures averaged 10° subnormal.. 
Cool early week, warmer at midweek, then sharply 
colder until 14th. Frost in extreme north 9th. 
Scattered frosts on 13th, but no extensive kill- 
ing frost or major crop damage. Rainfall little 
or none south, but substantial elsewhere. Locally 
heavy rains of 5.00 in. Durand and Mondovi on 
9th. Mixture rain and snow extreme north llth. 
Corn crop nearing maturity; for grain 70% 


hay- 
Potatoes 


Soil moisture 13% short, 


safe from frost, 1974 25%, normal 40%. High 
moisture corn going in silos, limited picking of 
dry corn. Silo filling 12% done, 1974 10%, nor- 
mal 15%. Good growth on hay with recent rains 
but harvesting difficult. Late 2d crop and 3d 
crop being cut. Hay supplies tight so more hay- 
ing this fall than usual. Pasture improved for 
fall grazing. Winter grains being seeded and a 
little fall plowing going on. Soybeans improved 
with rains; 50% turning yellow, 1974 20%, normal 
40%. Beans could use most of September to mature. 
Tobacco harvest well along as growers hurry to 
beat hard freeze. Harvesting of vegetables and 
potatoes ahead of 1974. Soil moisture 5% short, 
65% adequate, 30% surplus. 


WYOMING: Still very dry, only few areas with pre- 
cipitation of any consequence, most less than 0.25 
in. Temperatures slightly above seasonal normals. 

Topsoil moisture very short east, short else- 
where. Subsoil moisture short. Harvest continued: 
Spring wheat and oats 85%, barley 80%, corn silage 
10%, potatoes 5% completed. Dry beans windrowed 
60% and combined 15%. Winter wheat 65% planted, 
30% emerged. Haying progress: Second cutting 
alfalfa 85%, 3d cutting 25%, other hay 95%. Corn 
for grain 25% milk stage; 62% dough stage; 13% 
denting. Prospects for fall and winter grazing 
fair to good. Cattle and calves 20% contracted, 
5% marketed. Sheep and lambs 25% contracted, 20% 
marketed. 
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FEED CROP PROSPECTS* 
September 1, 1975 
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PASTURE AND RANGE FEED CONDITIONS* 
September 1, 1975 
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‘CROP OUTLOOK CONTINUES PROMISING 


Crop production prospects softened slightly 
during August but the outlook still indicates re- 
cord levels for major commodities. 

The Department of Agriculture's Crop Reporting 
Board, in its September summary, stated that corn 
and soybean development was much ahead of the 1974 
pace and also doing better than in average years. 

The latest production forecast for corn for 
grain, although 3% short of last month, continues 
record large at nearly 5.69 billion bushels. A 
harvest this size would be nearly 22% greater than 
a year ago. 

Current corn prospects point toward an average 
national yield of 85 bushels to the acre, down 
about 2 bushels from a month earlier because of 
crop decreases in most western Corn Belt States. 
Last season the average yield was 71 bushels and in 
1973 the average had been 91 bushels. 

The 1975 soybean crop inched down 1% from the 
forecast presented in August, but the outlook is 
still for the second largest harvest ever. The 
estimate is for over 1.4 billion bushels, up 17% 
from last season. 

Total feed grain production now is likely to 
finish the year with 201 million short tons, 22% 
ahead of a year earlier. The gain can be credited 


to upswings in all four of the grains. Aside from 
the boost in corn, sorghum grain is expected to 
advance 25%, barley 24%, and oats 9%. 

The current view is that the total oilseed pro- 
duction level will be 49 million short tons, top- 
ping last season by 13%. Along with the rise in 
soybeans, the peanut crop is estimated to be 4% 
above last year's record harvest, and flaxseed 
production is likely to show a 21% gain. These 
increases will more than offset the downturn in 
cottonseed coming with the 19% drop in cotton 
production this year. 

Production of wheat---winter, durum, and other 
spring---is indicated at a record 2.1 billion 
bushels, 19% greater than in 1974. Rice output is 
9% over the record level set a year ago. These 
increases brought the good grain estimate to 7l 
million short tons, up 18%. 

The 1975 sugarbeet crop is expected to amount to 
28.2 million tons, 27% over last season, while 
Sugarcane, at nearly 29 million tons, is 16% above 
a year ago. 

An overview of this season's current crop 
production situation shows an index reading of 121, 
only 1 point below last month and continuing at a 
new record high. 


CORN FOR GRAIN 


1974 


380,800 
266,450 
154,360 


4,651,167 


1 
1975 


% increase 

from 1974 
1,171,500 41 
565 ,000 46 
1,032,000 9 
137 , 280 4 
141,960 29 
445,480 24 
170,100 14 
503 ,100 32 
315,000 18 
197 , 400 28 


5 , 687 ,248 22 


SOYBEANS FOR BEANS 


79,750 
U. S. 1,233,425 


1/As of September 1 


1,442 ,422 
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AGRICULTURAL IMPLICATIONS: Above normal precip- Valley. Extra moisture would also put seeding 
itation is expected across the Nation's midsec- of grains in the Great Plains,but more importantly, 
tion and below normal amounts are seen for the build up soil moisture levels that were severely 
East and Far West. depleted this past summer. 
Below normal precipitation and above normal 

Above normal precipitation would delay getting temperatures in the Southeast should provide 
the corn and soybean harvest in full swing in the excellent harvest conditions, since soil moisture 
Corn Belt and slow cotton development and harvest levels are already good to excellent except in 
of other crops in the lower Mississippi River North Carolina and Virginia. 
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CROP MOISTURE INDEX 
Sept. 13, 1975 
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ZLy’5 SHADED AREA |NDICATES 
3 INCREASE OR NO CHANGE 
IN INDEX DURING WEEK 


-” National Weather Service, NUAA °% —1 


The map above gives a general picture of how wet or areas dried last week. The centers of wet or dry areas 

dry the nation was last week. The lines show the crop- are marked: W for wet; D for dry. Use the legend to 

moisture situation according to an index computed from interpret. 

values of temperature and precipitation by areas. Previous Local variations caused by isolated rain or by soil 

weekly computations of soil moisture account for the effect differences are not shown, Any interpretation must 

of prior weather. consider the type of agriculture and the stage of crop 
Shaded areas are those where precipitation increased , development. 

} the index last week or where soils did not dry. Uns hadéd 


UNSHADED AREAS: INDEX DECREASED SHACED AREA: INDEX INCREASED OR DID NOT CHANGE 


ABOVE 3. 
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SOME DRYING BUT STILL EXCESSIVELY WET ABOVE 
MORE DRY WEATHER NEEDED, WORK DELAYED -0 to 
FAVORABLE, EXCEPT STILL TOO WET IN SPOTS -0 to 


O EXCESSIVELY WET SOME FIELDS FLOODED 

0 TOO WET, SOME STANDING WATER 

© PROSPECTS ABOVE NORMAL, SOME FIELDS TOO WET 
FAVORABLE FOR NORMAL GROWTH AND FIELDWORK to -O MOISTURE ADEQUATE FOR PRESENT NEEDS 
TOPSOIL MOISTURE SHORT, GERMINATION SLOW to .O0 PROSPECTS IMPROVED BUT RAIN STILL NEEDED 
ABNORMALLY DRY, PROSPECTS DETERIORATING -0 to 0 SOME IMPROVEMENT BUT STILL TOO DRY 

TOO DRY, YIELD PROSPECTS REDUCED -0 to © DROUGHT EASED BUT STILL SERIOUS 

POTENTIAL YIELDS SEVERELY CUT BY DROUGHT -0 to -4.0 DROUGHT CONTINUES RAIN URGENTLY NEEDED 
EXTREMELY DRY, MOST CROPS RUINED -4.0 NOT ENOUGH RAIN STILL EXTREMELY DRY 
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Publication of this bulletin began in 1872 as the 
Weekly Weather Chronicle. It is now issued under 
general authority contained in the Act of January 12, 
1895 (44 USC 213), 53d Cong., III. Sess. Quotation 
or reproduction of this material is encouraged. 
Please give credit to this publication and, in case of 
special articles, to authors. 
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SEEDING PROGRESS 


Percent of Acreage Seeded 
as of September 14 


WINTER WHEAT 


--Crop for-- 
Average 1975 1976 





Colo. 36 40 53 
Ida. 1/ 15 20 
Ill. 4 4 4 
Kans. 10 10 10 
Mich, 5 1/ 15 
Mont. 30 45 20 
Ohio 10 5 10 
Okla. 12 1/ 6 
S. Dak. 57 52 71 
Tex. 49 29 13 


1/Data not available. 





